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16th – 18th April 2017 
 

Pathein University, Myanmar 
 

Background 
The Capacity Building and Professional Development of Water Governance and Regional  

Development Practitioners in the Salween river basin (MK31) project is working to strengthen 

the capacity for undertaking research and policy engagement of scholars and practitioners of 

water, land and energy use, management and governance in the Salween river basins. A 

particular cross-cutting focus of the project is research on gender and other forms of social 

marginalization. It also intends to build a learning community amongst these scholars and 

practitioners. 

 

During phase 1 of the project during 2015 and 2016, 13 fellows have undertaken research, joined 

three workshops about research design, fieldwork and writing, and produced: two blogs; a 

research report; a conference paper; and a policy brief. They also joined two Greater Mekong 

Forums on Food Water and Energy in 2015 in Phnom Penh and 2016 in Bangkok. Furthermore, 

the fellows presented their research at the International Conference on the Mekong, Salween and 

Red Rivers:Sharing Knowledge and Perspectives Across Borders at the Faculty of Political 

Science, Chulalongkorn University in November 2016. 

 

We are now moving to Phase 2 of the fellowship program, in which 8 fellows have been selected 

to contribute a book chapter for publication. The WriteShop, to be held on 17-18 April 2017 in 

Pathein, Myanmar, is intended to support fellows in the production of these materials. The book 

will be published by the end of 2017.  

 
Workshop objectives 
 

• Explain the goals and plans for Phase 2 of the fellowship program regarding publication 

in two books/ journal articles 

• Work with the selected Phase 2 fellows to further refine their research outputs from Phase 

1 suitable to be published in an international publication (book chapter / journal paper) 

• Advise fellows on the remaining period of the fellowship, including the opportunities for 

presenting the work in conferences 
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Workshop method 

 

The workshop will be a combination of plenary lectures, individual work, partnered work, and 

mentored group work. 

 

• Plenary session will provide key inputs to the writing process 

• Individual exercises will allow you to focus quietly on your own writing (and that of your 

allocated partner) 

• Partnered work: You will be allocated a partner, who you will provide feedback to over 

the course of the WriteShop. You will receive an individual email about this, including 

your partner’s conference paper. 

• Mentored group work: You will work in small groups with mentors 

 

For preparation: 

 

• Fellows: 

o Please review your conference paper and full reports. Please bring printed copies. 

o Please read your allocated partner’s conference paper. Please bring printed copies. 

Please identify: 

▪ Three things that you really like about the paper 

▪ Three areas that you think the paper could be strengthened in 

▪ One new idea that could be included into the paper 

o Please bring 3 key references that you think are important for your own work 

• Group mentors will have read their group fellows’ full reports and conference papers 

 

Please bring your laptop as the focus of the workshop is to write! 
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Workshop agenda 

Note participants will arrive in Pathein on the morning of Sunday 16th April. Some participants 

will depart on the afternoon of 18th April, whilst others will remain in Pathein for writing until 

22nd April.  

 

Time Topic Lead 
 

Sunday April 16th 
 

13:00 – 13:10 Welcome remarks to the WriteShop Professor Saw Win 

13:10 – 13:20 Orientation to the three-day program Dr. Carl Middleton 

13:20 – 13:40 
“Critical friendship” and checklists for reviewing 

papers 
Dr. Carl Middleton 

13:40 – 14:00 
[Individual work] Review your notes on your 

partner’s paper, and prepare to give feedback 
 

14:00 – 14:30 

[Partner work] Meet your partner and provide 

feedback for discussion on the conference paper 

• Three things that you really like about the 

paper 

• Three areas that you think the paper could 

be strengthened in 

• One new idea that could be included into 

the paper 

 

14:30 – 14:50 Coffee break  

14:50 – 15:40 
[Group work] Mentor will provide their prepared 

feedback on the conference papers/ reports 
 

15:40 – 16:00 

[Plenary session] Concept, argument, method 

and debate: Strategies for producing a strong 

book chapter/ academic journal article in the 

social sciences 

Dr. Carl Middleton 

16:00 – 16:15 

[Individual work]: Fellows will identify the main 

concept and argument in their own conference 

paper and their partners conference paper. Each 

will be extracted and written in a couple of 

sentences.  

 

16:15 – 17:30 

• [Partnered work] Each fellow will discuss 

with their partner their understanding of 

the main argument of the other’s paper, 

and how to improve it (test it) 

• [Group work] There will be a group 

discussion on argument and how to 

improve it 

• [Individual work] Refine your own 

Mentors to facilitate in 

small groups  
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argument and write it down. 

 

Monday April 17th 

 

9:00 – 9:20 

[Plenary session] Engaging the literature 

 

Strategies for finding relevant literature for your 

chapter/ paper; and how to relate your argument 

to others’ argument (i.e. how to engage in the 

academic debate) 

Dr. Carl Middleton 

9:20 – 9:50 

[Individual work] Identify the main arguments in 

the three papers that you have brought with you. 

Write how your paper’s argument debates with 

these three papers 

 

9:50 – 10:30 

[Group work] Group discussion on how each 

fellows’ main argument engages the arguments 

of others 

Mentors to facilitate in 

small groups 

10:30 – 10:50 Coffee break  

11:10 – 11:30 
Structuring and outlining your work for a book 

chapter / academic paper 
Dr. Carl Middleton 

11:30 – 12:00 

[Individual work] Review the outline of 

conference paper and consider how it should be 

revised for the book chapter 

 

12:00 – 12:30 Lunch  

Afternoon/ 

early evening 
Field trip to Magyi   

 

Tuesday April 18th 
 

9:00 – 9:40 
[Group work] Present your revised structure to 

your group for feedback and discussion.  

Mentors to facilitate in 

small groups 

9:40 – 10:00 
Introducing and framing your chapter / 

academic paper 
Dr. Carl Middleton 

10:00 – 10:30 
[Individual work] Review and consider how to 

rewrite your introduction 
 

10:30 – 10:50 Coffee break  

10:50 – 11:40 

[Group work] Group discussion on how each 

fellows’ chapter will be framed (and how it will 

contribute to the book, if it’s a book chapter) 

 

11:40 – 12:00 
Wrap up and next steps Professor Saw Win and 

Dr. Carl Middleton 

 


