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• Exclusion is unavoidable fact of land 
access.  

• All land use and access requires 
exclusion of some kind.

• Exclusion is as much about poor 
peasants being dispossessed by 
corrupt states and corporates as it is 
about poor people excluding other 
poor people.

• How some people can accumulate 
capital and wealth at the expense of 
their neighbours and kins who share 
common history and social 
interaction? 

Context: 

• The transformation from wild 
capture fish to aquaculture in 
a village in the Lower 
Songkhram River Basin

• One out of four (67 out of 
237) of the households 
involved in aquaculture in the 
public river.  

• How does aquaculture shape 
livelihoods and socio-
economic conditions? 

• Who can access the river and 
who are excluded from it? 
How, why, and with what 
consequences?

Research Site

Ban Had 
Kuan
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Research Methods

•Fieldwork period: August 
2015 to June 2016. 

•In-depth interviews, focus 
group and participant 
observation with 50 fish 
farming households and 
30 non-fish farming 
households. 

From wild capture to fish cages

• In the old days, villagers in Ban Hat Kuan engaged in wild capture fishing, 
fish processing, rice cultivating, raising cattle and collecting forest 
products. 

• Late 1970s: A new road connected the village to Nakhon Phanom city. 

• Late 1980s: The start of migration for jobs to Middle Eastern countries. 

• Late 1990s: Returning migrants with money invested in aquaculture. CP 
and the Fisheries Department came to promote rearing Nile Tilapia Fish in 
cages. The return migrants who originally invested in aquaculture earned 
good profit so other villagers were encouraged to invest.

Fish cages system and the dominant traders
(Total cages  - approximately 700)

Number of  fish 

cages/interviewed 

household (N=50)

Percentages

< 5 4% 
5-15 76% 
15-25 10% 
> 25 10% 

Source: Rungmanee, S. (2016) 
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Who can invest in fish cages?

Source of fund*

(N=50)

Percentages 

Remittances from migration 42%

Bank of Agriculture and 

Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC)

36%

Village’s Agricultural Cooperatives 4%

Village Fund 18%

Make a loan with relatives 4%

My own saving 10%

*each household might have more than one source of capital
Source: Rungmanee, S. (2016) 

Who are excluded from the fish cage business 
and the consequences?

• People with no money to invest. 

• People who are busy with other jobs. 

• People who did not want to take a risk in fish cage 
business as it high risk and high loss if the fish die. 

• The elderly. 

Range of income 

(baht)/month

Fish Farmers 

(N=50)

Non-Fish Farmers

(N=30)

> 5,000 6% 46%

5,000- 10,000 38% 46%

<10,000 56% 8%
Source: Rungmanee, S. (2016) 

Exclusion by pollution

• The river is too hazard to 
use in everyday life. 

• a phytoplankton bloom in 
the dry season

• Why was no enforcement 
along the rive?
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A fisherman who captures wild 
fish shows the skin rash on his 
feet and legs from going into the 
river. However, non-fish farmers 
can’t speak out as fish farming 
households are their relatives and 
neighbours. 

Intimate Exclusion  

Conclusions

▪Intimate water exclusion and rural 
differentiation

▪Solution for local environmental problems 
– return to higher level of  regulation 
system i.e. law enforcement


