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Mekong near Sangkhom, Thailand in January 2020 
(NYT, April 13, 2020)



1. Sustaining 

healthy/unhealthy 

hydrological systems and 

river-based non-human life

2. Direct benefits/harms to 

humans from the river

3. Collective action gains 

through trusted political-

social relations over the 

river or the contrary

4. Collective action gains 

through trusted political-

social relations beyond the 

river or the contrary
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• MRC, AMPERES, and Kallio and Fallon 
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• All existing studies have been conducted in the context 

of incomplete data due to lack of access to existing data

• (Regional) research can (better) inform public debate 

and support role of civil society/ media/ community:
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1. Institutions

• Clear rules-based regime between states, building from UN Watercourses Convention

• Trusted, inclusive, and accountable to non-state actors

• Close connections with sectoral line agencies, and “hybrid governance” approaches

2. Infrastructure

• User friendly online platforms (website and social media) and other means of 

communication 

3. Accessible data

• Shared/ communicated in a usable form

• Reliable, timely and trusted

4. Actionable data

• Catalyzes 

• Informs participatory decision-making processes, including via tools such as Strategic 

Impact Assessments
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