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The Problem



Key Issues 
+ Framing



Sand demand 
by the 
numbers

 “There are no figures on domestic demand, but 
based upon domestic cement demand of 8 million 
tonnes in 2016,   domestic sand demand in the 
region of 64 million tonnes   is feasible. With 
burgeoning demand for construction materials 
domestically and high levels of regional demand -
particularly from China and Singapore - the market 
will continue to drive an expansion in sand mining. 
Some evidence suggests that a recent tightening 
of regulations on sand mining in Cambodia acted 
to increase demand for sand in Myanmar.” (ICEM 
2017, 70)



Quick survey 
(May 2017): 
Lower 
Salween



Sand: what is it used for?



Sand: what is it 
used for?

 ROADS Hpa An as part 
of East-West Economic 
Corridor

 BRIDGES Two new 
bridges being 
constructed/built 



Sand: what is it 
used for? 
(Export)

Land 
Reclamation in 
Singapore

IMAGE from UNEP



Sand: what 
ELSE 
is it used for? 

Seasonal 
floodplain 
agriculture

October (water 
recedes)

Oct-Nov (clearing 
+ planting)

Dec-April
(harvest)

May-Jun (water 
rises)

Jul-Sep (banks 
inundated)



Residents’ 
concerns

“double increase in the sand and marble production! 
Not enough to supply the demand. Lots of 
construction in the city. Everyone wants a concrete 
house now, not a wood one”
“there are lots of problems with sand mining. It is 

faster now than in the past, we used to use people who 
would be in a line and then reach from bucket to 
bucket. Today, machines: we use boats, loaders, and 
trucks. Along with production, it has environmental 
impacts” 
“It’s not good... Flooding makes new sediment. Less 
flooding creates more insects, destroys the crops” 



Solutions or 
suggestions?
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